
Evidence for Reserving Land for New St John’s Infant School 
 

The evidence for West Berkshire Council’s support for reserving land for a new infant 

school is set out below. 

1. Extract from Notes of a meeting with WBC education on 28th January 2015 

“Funding will be a challenge. Three principal streams are sale of existing land, 

CIL money and funds from WB. The first two would not be sufficient to cover the 

costs. WB funds are under the present government are v. stretched. Costs for 

school approximately £2500 - £ 3000 per m2 on a typical site with no major 

problems. Based on statistics 3 to 4 years ago 140 - 180 new homes in Mortimer 

would require an additional infant provision. This would push it into a priority 

need.” 

 

2. Email 20th July 2015 (copy of the attachment) 

 

We have met with Tenant Barber and Patrick Wingfield on several occasions. 
The Parish would like to see a new infant school site (to replace Mortimer St. 
John’s) secured and we can see the opportunity that this presents. As you are 
aware from our discussions, we have limited ability to mitigate the impact of new 
housing in this area. Securing a suitable site therefore presents an opportunity to 
address these issues.  
 
We have, however, made the Councillors aware that acquiring a new site and re-
building a school is costly. At present we do not have funding streams other than 
CIL, to address this. CIL will inevitably take some time to build up and any 
monies from the pot secured for education (through the bidding process) will 
need to address our most significant priorities.  
 
The document seems to be missing certain parts. We would like to see the policy 
SS4 that is referred to – as this seems to cover education provision. We do 
support the approach taken and see this as a potential opportunity, with the 
caveats around funding and priorities set out above. 
 

[SS4 stated “Such land shall be allocated for a period of 5 years when, if no progress 
has been made on providing the facilities, a review of the allocation shall be carried 
out”] 

 
3. WBC ‘Site Selection – Site Commentary’ (November 2015) 

 
Education – “The Infant school in Mortimer is at capacity.” 

 

 


