
STRATFIELD MORTIMER 

 
1. Stratfield Mortimer is located in the south-east of West Berkshire. The main 

parishes which share a border with Stratfield Mortimer are Beech Hill to the 
east and Wokefield, Sulhamstead and Ufton Nervet to the north. The 
Foudry Brook crosses the parish, flowing north-eastwards towards Reading 
and feeding into the River Kennet further to the north. The main populated 
areas are Mortimer village in the west of the parish and Stratfield Mortimer 
village in the centre, with the remainder of the area comprised of meadows, 
arable fields and large patches of woodland. The land slopes towards the 
Foudry Brook or to the Lockram Brook  in the north. 

 
2. The survey identified 17 properties which flooded, mainly located to the 

south east of Stratfield Mortimer and in the vicinity of the Foudry Brook, 
details of which are shown on Drawing Nos 2002/FLD/57/101 & 102. 

 
 Mortimer village 

3. In Spring Lane, Mortimer village, no.20 is located at the north end of this 
cul-de-sac; the road slopes towards the property. The property is set lower 
than the road. The road drainage system was overwhelmed and floodwater 
entered the property. Anecdotal evidence from the residents confirmed that 
the house was flooded for approximately four hours.  The Parish Council 
reported that floodwater was present in low-lying parts of Croft Road in the 
centre of the village and this caused the foul sewer to surcharge.  

 
 Stratfield Mortimer village 

4. The survey identified ten properties which flooded along The Street at 
Stratfield Mortimer in the vicinity of the Foudry Brook. The brook runs 
parallel to the road and the surrounding area slopes towards the back of 
the properties on The Street and down to the brook. 

 
5. A ditch known as Monkton’s Brook flows from Mortimer Hill in the north-

west as far as Mortimer Lane (which heads north off of The Street).  The 
ditch is culverted under Mortimer Lane, Foudry House and Foudry House 
Cottage before discharging into the Foudry Brook near Tun Bridge. The 
owner of Foudry House confirms that floodwater originated at the culvert 
which could not convey the volume of water. The ditch itself does not 
appear to be maintained on a frequent basis and deposits of weeds and 
branches obstruct the channel. The water started to pond in this area, 
overflowed on to Mortimer Lane and across the land to the south. From 
here the water ran towards the properties and flooded most of the houses 
between Mortimer Lane and Station Road. The owner of Foudry House 
also indicated that a manhole cover is located on the culvert at the 
entrance to his property. The water in the culvert lifted the manhole cover 
and added to the extent of the flooding. It was confirmed that the duration 
of the flood was of six to ten hours with a maximum water level in Foudry 
House of approximately 500mm. 

 
6. The Parish Council subsequently advised that the water coming from the 

culvert at the entrance to Foudry House is likely to be where the roof of the 



brick arch was blown out by the pressure of the water as brick debris was 
found around the area later.  It was described as being a ”fountain of 
water”.  The flood water extended across the junction with Station Road 
and for another 300m beyond the mini-roundabout to the north-east.  In the 
vicinity of the junction, the gardens of Bowood through to The Saddlers 
were inundated; this was coupled with surcharge from the foul sewer in the 
road. 

 
7. The Parish Council also advised of erosion to the cemetery as a result of 

overflow from a ditch which starts between Kiln Road and Pitfield Lane and 
flows eastwards below Gordon Palmer Close and St Marys junior school to 
join the Foudry Brook.  The overflow caused damage to the cemetery and 
the Parish Council have suggested that recent housing developments in 
the area led to excess run-off causing the ditch to overflow. 

 



STRATFIELD MORTIMER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
In order to reduce the extent of flooding in Stratfield Mortimer, the following 
measures should be considered: 
 
Maintenance: 
 Inspecting and maintaining Monkton’s Brook and the culvert system down to 

the Foudry Brook.  Monkton’s Brook carries sand and gravel at times of high 
run-off and therefore more frequent cleaning is necessary 

 
Minor works: 
 Increasing the kerb levels alongside No.20 Spring Lane to limit any potential 

run-off from the road entering the property 

 Identifying sacrificial land to use as storage for floodwater on land adjacent to 
Monkton’s Brook beside Mortimer Lane 

 


