
Question 26 ‘Any Other Comments?’ 

Village Development 

 

This theme was by far the largest one (98 comments), the over-riding concern is that the 

character of Mortimer and the Vision will be lost. The majority of comments were not ‘no 

more houses’ (nimby) style, these sentiments appeared in only 12 of the responses, the 

remainder were about specific aspects. The great challenge presented by these comments 

was about how to manage growth through quality design to deliver the Vision now and in the 

future 

Whatever the final outcome, it is important for the village to be able to easily access rural 
surroundings such as Windmill Common, if it is to retain the essence of the current village, 
and for these area not to become 'boxed in' by development  

Developers can no longer just build homes in the village without developing Mortimer's 
infrastructure. If Mortimer has to accept 110 new homes, then they have to be in keeping 
with the village character and demographic. In order to support the proposal developers will 
have to develop a retail and commercial centre. Without a true centre of the village it cannot 
support this kind of expansion. The infrastructure around the existing schools and health 
centre should be developed. There is no need to move Mortimer St Mary's junior school. A 
more detailed integrated development plan for Mortimer should be considered that will allow 
the village to development over the next 50 years rather than this short term view.  

need to be forced into developing the village infrastructure along with housing. If Mortimer 
has to accept 110 new homes, then they should be in keeping with the village character & its 
demographic. Mortimer need a proper retail and commercial centre should be developed. 
Infrastructure round existing schools and health centre should be developed. Rather than the 
development options a proper integrated development plan should be generated. This would 
consider long term development over perhaps the next 50 years.  

Mortimer is a lovely in many ways a unique village. Great access to the neighbouring 
countryside and importantly a non urbanised feel. Sadly many of the newer developments in 
the village have introduced some of the very things we don't want such as street lighting and 
dense housing. The underlying infrastructure - roads, water, sewage etc - are struggling as it 
is, more housing is not the solution certainly not on the scale proposed. We don't want to be 
turned in to a version of lower Warley!!  

Make sure that the village is a village and not another Woodley or Earley  

As stated previously, Mortimer is great as it is and does not need further development. If I 
wanted to live in a town, I would move to a town nearby. My guess is that your surveys from 
the residents of Mortimer will say a very similar thing. Change the WBC requirements to 
build here to somewhere else. 110 houses is a significant increase in population, the road 
network leading from here to the M4 will not be sufficient to carry the extra load. The 
sewerage infrastructure will also be overloaded. Think very carefully about implementing 
these proposals. They are not wanted nor necessary.  

Any larger scale development will change the character of Mortimer forever - any future 
development should be limited to smaller sites with access to existing roads. The current 
"proposal" in the questionnaire offers no options to parishioners and no future for the village 
as we know it. Viable sites have been disregarded to force through "Plot" regardless of 
feedback from people who live in the village. Mortimer is a unique "rural village" in this area 
and risks now becoming like any other satellite of Reading with all the facilities of a modern 
town. The future of the village is now in the hands of developers and landowners and the 
village of Mortimer will Loose. We have been asked to decide on a site that has no access 
identifies and no overall plan to show the impact on the centre of the village - any new 
development in the centre of the village will only cause further congestion and impact the 
character of the "village" of Mortimer  

I am in broad agreement with the NDP. certainly 'a village sprawl' should be avoided and 



that future development is within the envelope to preserve its character. I find it incredulous 
there is no joined up thinking in building a new school for both St Mary's and St. John's 
providing a new facility fit for the 21st century. Surely this owls lead to lower running costs 
through use of joint facilities, thermal efficiency etc.  

Mortimer does not need or want to be "developed". It is beautiful as it is - an idyllic county 
village with a village green, pond & cricket pitch - it has a heart, & a hub. But it is still 
peaceful If people don't like it AS IT IS then they should choose to live elsewhere - NOT 
CHANGE IT!! Please don't change "Develop" or over modernise Mortimer We who live here, 
love it as it is!  

We need to keep Mortimer as a village, too many houses in the centre will not be convenient 
too many junctions in and out and will ruin village life as it is, we will soon be connected to 
Grazely and Burghfield  

Mortimer is a semi-rural community and most of us live in it because we love that aspect. At 
all costs the green spaces should be cherished. Development of site 7 will bring increased 
street lighting and noise, as much increased traffic. The surgery is adequate for our needs, I 
don't think anyone really needs an optician there. The siting of St. Mary's School is perfect 
as it encourages children to walk and is good for parking  

The term'village' is of great significance when referring to this Development. the building of 
110 homes is not a small development. the comments and ideas throughout this survey 
have discussed nothing but expansion. The schools, the doctors surgery, providing more 
facilities for businesses. Mortimer is a village and we must not lose sight of this. Before we 
moved here we lived in Bracknell for 22 years - which was once a village!! I don't think I 
need to explain myself further. The facilities being suggested are the type available in towns, 
although there has been no mention of road improvements. We have very poor quality roads 
now. With no promise of extra finances to improve the. - how are they going to cope with the 
considerably higher traffic of sk many more households and potential businesses. On a 
personal note, our property backs on to the preferred site behind the school. We moved here 
for the peace and quiet - we are now to be subject to noise. I do not object to a small number 
of houses being built around the village but feel that the larger developments should be 
within towns that have the infrastructure to cope. Rural villages are part of the heritage and 
so we should fight tokeep then and not be tempted by any financial gain to expand into 
towns.  

I would like to see the village envelope of the village maintained 

I would like the village to remain within existing boundaries to stop a creep towards sing 
swallowed up as a part of Reading  

We don't want our village to turn into a town or become less of a community  

People *need* places to live in and also have aspirations about the kind of place in which 
they would *like* to live. Village Development is a rachet which inexorably satisfies the 
former at the expense of the latter. So when development is essential we should absolutely 
prioritise features which support and grow the existing sense of community and the value of 
living in this place rather than another. So incentives to remain (local employment, schooling, 
care), possibility of returning (affordable homes) are both central. Also new homes should in 
some ways be better than existing stock. Investing in a place means more than just 
enlarging it, it means well-made, flood-proof, energy efficient homes. Green space is often 
termed an amenity - as if it were simply here for our benefit. To me the plant and animal life 
surrounding and penetrating the village is also part of its community. Growth and support of 
that natural community is no less important than for the human one. So we should weigh 
more than just the total area of green space, its proximity/accessibility etc. We should 
consider how development affects biodiversity and the connectedness of the space used by 
wildlife, and how mitigation can be introduced into the built environment. This implies support 
for keeping space between villages (not just for prettiness' sake) and within villages - as 
islands of wild and cultivated space (allotments, wild patches, ponds, roof gardens etc.) and 
avoidance of infill, which shrinks established gardens.  

It is essential that any future development should be in proportion to the maximum and not 



exceed the capacity of the village in terms of population, infrastructure and facilities in order 
to preserve the village feel and ensure its continuation as being a desirable place to live on 
the edge of more developed towns, so as not to become another town itself.  

WBC will do what they want, not what the people of Mortimer want. We should not be 
building on greenspaces and agricultural land. It's wrong. It's a fantastic small village and it 
will be destroyed by the local authority with its typical Poor Planning approach. Once our 
green space is gone, it's gone forever.  

We have literally just bought our first home in Mortimer and now find plans to build over 100 
new properties here. While I understand that UK population is growing, with Reading in 
partlcular a popular area due to commuter links, the volume of houses in Mortimer seems 
unnecessary. If it must go ahead, I also feel that placing all or the majority of these in one 
site is detrimental to the people that live in the immediate area (including the value of their 
homes, how they perceive where they live and their quality of life). I feel that the area is well 
served from a retail perspective with Reading close by and all essentials within the village. 
Some of the proposals here will turn our village into a town, and remove a lot of why many 
choose to live here.  

With further development, it is imperative that the village retains the essence that makes it a 
village, the reason the majority of us moved here for green, spaces, woodlands & associated 
wildlife are also paramount.  

Yes please do not ruin our beautiful village! We bought our home here 23 years ago 
because we previously lived in Burghfield (all my life til moved to Mortimer) and the woods 
and fields were ruined by masses of new houses being built so it lost its village feel so we 
dont want Mortimer being ruined by building loads of new houses. As for affordable housing, 
no such thing existed previously so why should it be now? If people can't afford to move 
here then they should move elsewhere like Burghfield as cheaper housing due to the village 
becoming overcrowded by houses!  

Question 7 - I chose 7(a), site 7 only, to ensure there is enough incentive for the 
landowner/developer to agree to make land available for the provision of a new St John's 
school and surgery. If the land necessary for a new school and surgery can be assured, I 
would opt for 7(b). If St John's school and/or the surgery move what will happen to those 
sites? Will development applications be rejected? I also wonder if applications for infill 
development or Kings Street development come forward can they be/will they be rejected. 
There is the prospect of not 110 but 120, 130 or more. Can these be part of any new 
demand from WBC for more homes arising out of the Strategic Housing Market 
Assessment? Question 10 - This I found very difficult to answer because I do not have any 
information about demographics/demand. It is important that new homes support a good mix 
of people not just one strata of society. Thus probably all the types of home need to be 
provided. The question is how many. Re affordable homes which are need and should be 
provided I think it important that . the number is that appropriate for Mortimer determined by 
the housing survey not a one size fits all figure from WBC . the PC, WBC and providers of 
affordable housing quickly stamp out any anti-social behaviour. Question 15 - This leaves no 
room for innovative designs. It is important that development looks forward to the future not 
just replicate the past. The parish has a range of buildings which reflect the time they were 
built. New buildings present the opportunity for new ideas. HOWEVER new designs must be 
in sympathy with the rural character of Mortimer, and the existing building stock. An 
interesting challenge. I would like to emphasise the importance, in my opinion, of 3(d), the 
development of a more attractive and more successful village centre. A full redevelopment 
as a single phase project would be a major undertaking and possibly difficult to finance. 
Some of the best options depend on the existing St John's School being moved, to wait until 
the existing St John's school is vacated (2021?) would severely limit/stop development of the 
centre. I suggest that a full design be commissioned that exploits the valued buildings of the 
present St John's school. The design can then be implemented in phases enabling benefits 
to be realised early. This should be a major project that is initiated as a result of the NDP.  

comment next to Q7 - should King St be considered careful thought would need to be given 



to 'acces' for vehicles. Suggest - Bungalow type retirement dwellings which would minimise 
the number of cars. Windmill Road & King Street are not always easy to negotiate. comment 
in Q8 - (b) houses allocated to existing St John's site or conversion to small units retirement 
homes or likewise Similar to take place at The Doctors current site. These two sites could 
offer a large number of retirement / young person/ single people units in attractive central 
locations. comments next to Q16 - what land? for small offices. No sense to convert homes 
to offices. (Other section) are any of these relevant to the existing envelope. If outside 
envelope agree.  

Sadly with the development of Strawberry Fields I have noticed that the people in the village 
are not as friendly and are more closed off from that development mainly. It is quite seperate 
to the rest of the village. Is opulent want that to happen with future developments  

In no particular order of importance: 1. I feel flooding at the bottom of mortimer is due to the 
council not maintaining the ditches. 2. Mortimer is a village - we don't need anymore houses 
built 3. Extra lighting is bad for the ozone layer and costs money. I like to lay in bed looking 
at the stars will not be able to do that with light pollution. 4. I have nova its that the council 
will enforce building regulations or plans the buildings recently erected behind me do not 
adhere to plans and I have complained to the council with no effect due to the height my 
vision of the trees and sky is severely limited. My neighbours have agreed and commented 
also. The lights keep me awake at night. 5. Councillors do not act in the interests of the 
village / villagers - they are more interested in letting outsiders become richer (the 
development behind me is owned by a Londoner) 6. If no more houses were built there 
wouldn't be a need to increase the size of doctors and schools 7. The road infrastructure 
does not support more vehicles - the roads are not maintained as they are at the moment. 8. 
All community spirit will be lost with more outsiders coming into the village. 9. More policing 
will be needed with an increased community - Thames valley police is reducing police 
officers thus making the village less safer and and the villages at more risk 10. Will the water 
/ sewage system be adequate? 11. Will trees be cut down for development - this is against 
governments policy re. The ozone layer / greenhouse gases 12. Mortimer is an old village 
with historical links - I want it kept that way.  

kely to become to much like a town. Look at the example of Tadley, which was a village of 
this size during the 19th century. Now that it's a town, it has a much higher crime rate! 
Speaking with Beech Hill residents, they already see Mortimer to be their local town!  

Please strive to keep Mortimer a traditional, unspoilt village. Do not overbuild nor suffocate 
its originality. Cherish the woodlands and spaces in this beautiful old village for future 
generations to appreciate and enjoy. What's lost cannot be recovered.  

 Long term options should be chosen  

Please do not let developments destroy what makes Mortimer so attractive. Wokingham was 
previously voted one of the best places to live, it's popularity has been its curse, as the 
appeal and feel of what it was, has been destroyed by its development.  

Having moved to the village 11 years ago my concerns relate to the increasing number of 
residents which are putting pressure on car parking and other facilities like schools and 
doctors surgery. Since moving here the StrawberryFieldsdevelopment has been built and 
two smaller developments in West End Road and a larger development in The street near 
the 'old working men's club'. Apart from the WBC requirement for 110 new homes there are 
also appears to be a proposal for residential development on land west of kiln lane by 
Hallam Land Management(details unknown). I note that here is no plan to move St marys 
school which is very desirable for many reasons. Hopefully the St John's site will be chosen 
for development and this provides a 'once in a life time' opportunity to combine St johns to St 
Mary's scholl and move the doctors surgery. Thus 'at a stroke' solving the road chaos in the 
street and Victoria Road (two of our main arteries for traffic). Whilst I am not against 
changeor progress my concern are that the ethos and village feel of Mortimer will be lost and 
we will become another Burghfield. Of course the proposed site may not be big enough to 
develop 110new homes and the surgery and combined schools it the old surgery and school 
sites would be available for development. A win win!  



Mortimer is a village and villages are an important part of the fabric and character of Great 
Britain. Pleas do not over develop our village and make it into a faceless town  

is WBC's decision that 110 new homes need to be built to a minimum requirement? - how 
does the proposalby Hallam Land Management for a residential development on land west 
of Kiln lane effect WBC's decision? - How many more proposals for residential development 
are in the pipeline, as yet unseen by the public? - many of the recent residential 
developments have been for large detached houses which have resulted in an imbalance in 
the village. A larger number of small houses are needed to inable Young people to live in the 
village, and those houses need to be priced accordingly. - when deciding on new residential 
developments how much notice does the Planning Authority take of such things in the 
existing infrastructure, roads, station parking,doctors surgeries, schools, emergency services 
and whether Mortimer becomes so large that it loses its village feel. - I am against the 
urbanisation. Of villages as we do not want to live in rows or cities, that is one of the reasons 
we decide to live in a village such as Mortimer.  

Enclosed typed letter attached to Hallam postcard - please see enclosed leaflet posted 
through our letterbox last week I hope stratfield Mortimer PV are aware of HLM and their 
proposal to develop land west of Kiln Lane Having just filled in the q're, the above land 
development is not mentioned! If we allow such developers Mortimer will no longer be a 
village, it will become a town and well completely lose its village identity, which will be very 
sad. The one thing that puts Mortimer way above any other local areas is its ability to 
maintain a village community with all the advantages that go with it. A Mortimer resident 
since 1980  

Mortimer should be maintained as a village community and not allowed to be ruined by 
further development  

I note that an additional residential development has been proposed on land west of Kiln 
Lane. This appears interesting as it could balance to some extent the developments 
proposed in the western side of he village. Mortimer remains a distorted village with a 
simple, single street on the eastern side (the original parish) and a larger community on the 
western side, still developing since the Victorians expanded the village in the late 19th 
century.  

The consultative approach used in these questionnaires should always provide a key 
method for future development. I am concerned that recent planning permission for 
upgrading the access tracks to the woods (eg College Piece) provides a basis for 
development by stealth of the nearby woods  

There are opportunities to enhance the public realm with tree planting and street furniture 
improvements. The ugly parade of shops lets the village down co. More uld be done to 
promote the attractions and historic interest of the village with facilities and walking routes.   

Bridleways surrounding the village need to be extended Encourage businesses to use 
current vacant facilities before building new ones. Maintain Mortimer as a village, don't make 
it into a town or super village. If people want a significantly increased level of amenity they 
should move to a town. There are many benefits of separate infant and junior school. I would 
like to see this maintained. The speed of traffic down the street in conjunction with the 
volume of pedestrian traffic surrounding school pick up /drop off is terrible. It concerns 
MANY parents who regularly see near misses that could very easily result in death of a child. 
This is the single most important issue to resolve. No village is attractive if it's children are at 
risk of road deaths. Maintain the village boundaries, no need to sprawl. Develop in between 
the top and bottom of the village. Focus on infill.  

English rural should be used for all affordable housing renting and shared equity. They will 
keep properties with Mortimer people and fair rent. Other housing associations have not kept 
to the terms of keeping affordable housing to those with strong Mortimer connections. Keep 
the village as a village and not merge with neighbouring villages  

Please keep the focus on this being a village and, as well as developing affordable housing, 
keep a focus on avoiding creating negative equity or decreasing value for existing home 
owners.  



 
Mortimer is a village. Let's keep it as a village. It is very special in that it provides all we need 
for those of us who moved here for this reason. Please do not turn it into a suburb of B. 
common. This village is very special. Please keep it this way. To over develop will destroy 
what we have. I would,d have moved to a town if I wanted to live in a town.  

 
Q8 comment - my answer was neither I have changed it to B, my question is how will the 
village cope? When will it not be a village and become a town? The village should not 
become overcrowded and stay a rural village!!  

 
We have a lovely village which is set to be destroyed. It is a joke to say this is for the benefit 
of village residents. The homes destined to be built are NOT what the village needs. Young 
people need homes..not executive homes, but...starter / affordable homes. This is only a 
plan to make money for property developers and not for genuine reasons. It is an ad hoc 
plan forced on people with no regard for those who call it home.  

 
Keep it small with a strong community feel.  

 
The reason we moved to Mortimer was because of the country/village feel, building more 
'housing estates' like Strawberry Fields is detrimental to the feel of the village. The 
infrastructure simply cannot cope. In an ideal world, people would walk to the train station 
but they don't. For the schools its the same, people have busy lives and will always use their 
cars so in my view, people will always drive to places they need to get to quickly to save time 
(double yellow lines or school zig zags are ignored) and this just puts more emphasis on the 
safety of our villagers and children. More and more people wanting to buy homes in the 
country are trying to turn them into towns - again my view is you have to accept what you are 
moving to not try to change what you have bought into.  

 
StrawberryFields was the biggest mistake ever made in Mortimer - it has had a huge impact 
on the village, most notably the increase in crime. The fact that so many of the houses have 
changed hands must say something. There are some lovely people who have moved into 
the village, and fit in completely, but there are also those who don't belong, or even want to 
be in a village. The whole friendly feel of the village has changed, and that is what people 
enjoyed The few small clusters of new homes, scattered throughout the village, have 
integrated well, and not been noticed too much, but large developments WILL DESTROY 
MORTIMER, and why should we all just lie back and allow the value of our homes to 
decrease. Any local people who would like one of the smaller, affordable, but very pretty little 
cottages in Mortimer, are certainly not going to want to live in the middle of a large housing 
estate - that is not village living, and how many of those in affordable housing in Strawberry 
Fields are local, or people downsizing within Mortimer - very, very few, if any at all!? Leave 
Mortimer, and the beautiful surrounding countryside alone - we are full enough.  

 
The essence of Mortimer is that it is simply a village with many amenities for the community 
that lives and works here. While there is a need to provide more housing, this should not 
detract from the very thing that makes Mortimer such an attractive place to live. It is not 
appropriate to look to establish new businesses in the village, as this would detract from its 
character and there are plenty of employment opportunities to be found nearby and Mortimer 
residents can easily take these through the excellent transport links that it has. There are 
plenty of start-up business environments on the doorstep. Resources should instead be 
targeted at keeping and improving those facilities that the village already has: its schools, 
community centre, village hall, Post Office, Library, play areas, the Fairground, access to 
woodland, farmland etc..  

 
Please do not turn this village into a clone of Burghfield Common or Tadley, which is what 



may happen if we continue this development of our village. There is a belief that people 
should be able to stay in one place all of their lives - this is not always possible and people 
do move away from the village, get on the property ladder and then return to the village 
when they can afford to. We risk losing the charm of the village with this over development 
and another clone of the disaster that is Strawberry Fields, with all of the promised 
developments of the village facilities that never materialised. This village is a wonderful 
place, which is why I chose to return here to raise a family having moved away to get on the 
property ladder. Please do not ruin it for future generations.  

 
Keep it green,keep it a village. Do not join Mortimer up with surrounding villages.  

 
Mortimer has a village feel and community spirit which must be retained.  

 
Just retain the basic structure of the village and keep it as a small compact community that I 
and many other people have grown up in.  

 
I moved into the village many years ago because it had a range of housing (which meant 
people of all ages), shops and Post office for everyday needs, health and safety facilities 
such as doctor, dentist, fire station and police support, good local schools, links to the wider 
community via public transport, lack of street lighting as part of a rural community (there are 
other nearby villages that people can move to if they want lighting), footpaths to the 
countryside, the Fairground with facilities for many and a variety of wildlife, a village with a 
heart to it and friendly and welcoming villagers. In over twenty years, many of these have 
remained constant. I believe that all of these aspects of village life are important and need to 
be maintained for the future.  

 
This is the opportunity to modernise and future proof the village; aside from simply 
expanding it. Things like superfast broadband should be a given. Look to innovative 
technologies, village wide wi-fi, green energy and the like. For example, if you have to have 
street lighting, make it an 'intelligent' street-lighting system to minimise energy use and light 
pollution. Be an example, rather than follow a trend.  

 
We have a very lovely village with a great community spirit - this is so unique in this day and 
age and not something I see replicated in many of the other areas surrounding Mortimer. 
Whilst appreciating that we have to take our share of development of new houses, it would 
be a great shame to see Mortimer lose this uniqueness, which it could so easily do, if it is 
allowed to grow too big and try to encompass too much to suit the needs of such a vast 
number of people. It is important that the village is adequately serviced to support the 
residents - doctors surgery, schools, parkland, local shop, post office etc, but in my opinion it 
would be a great shame if it were to take on more town-like characteristics with larger retail 
units and so forth being allowed to develop here. I support the work of the NDP to help us 
keep and maintain the Mortimer we all currently know and love.  

 
Bring back bus service on Sunday Could through traffic from Burghfield to Silchester be 
encouraged to use Tadley Road instead of Catherine's Hill in the village Could Brewery 
Common have chicanes either end to discourage motorists from using it as a short cut to 
Swallowfield by pass at Stratfield Saye Make cars use the main routes as in Germany so the 
B roads can be reclaimed by walkers and cycle riders etc. they cars could be sent to Junc 11 
Can we have 20mph past schools If people walked all around the village they would know 
exactly what's going on and where. Q7 - keep steep slope at bottom for Winters fun. It's a 
good sled run where the snow comes village children adore it then Q10 - this is silly of 
course everybody wants what they want Q11 - this is not realistic, how can this be 
enforced?, has it worked anywhere? In fact it's silly - sorry! Q13 - what does this mean? This 
is a developers crazy suggestion Q15 - + enough spaces for cars x 2 at least per unit (bins 



hidden) (driN pipes hidden) Q16 - no keep the "village"?  

 
Please keep our village as a rural village, we don't need any more businesses, street lighting 
or shops.  

 
We hope Mortimer can stay a village. No more shops, takeaways etc. no business premises, 
keep street lighting to a minimum. Affordable houses can bring the wrong type of person to 
the village.  

 
Mortimer is such a lovely place to live I just hope it can be protected from large 
developments which will change the community small village feeling. I except that a small 
level of new affordable housing has to be found but hope it is not at the detriment of the 
current residents of Mortimer. I would like to thank the NDP for their time and dedication in 
trying to protect the village and keep it as perfect as it is for a future generation.  

 
Keep the integrity of the current look and feel of the village as it is when agreeing to new 
proposals for additional housing - ensure adequate traffic management is in place to cope 
with the possibility of an extra 200 cars on the surrounding roads. Maintain the residential 
nature of the village.  

 
as a resident of Mortimer for 50 years on and off, I would like it to stay a village. I accept 
additional housing and infrastructure is required, but any future attempt to 'townify' it I think 
would be a real shame. I would also add that the community events are organised by a 
superb bunch of people, the best in my opinion.  

 
I feel it is important that Mortimer retains it's identity as a caring and friendly village. All new 
buildings and changes should reflect this so that all new residents feel part of the 
community.  

 
My family have lived here for many generations we have collectively seen massive changes 
over the years most of which have been sympathetic and have blended well despite initial 
concerns all I ask for on behalf of myself my children and Grandchildren is that any 
developments take into consideration all of the principles outlined in this NDP and that where 
ever possible everything is done to ensure that the Heart and Sole of our village remains  

 
Keep the feel of the area, but do not put so many constraints on the developement that 
makes it impossible or very difficult for developers to be able to conform to. We do need 
these developments as they are good for Mortimer and the people who live here all ready 
and hopefully new residents  

 
My parents moved to Mortimer in 1964. They purchased a brand new house in Croft Road, 
in a new housing estate. They chose the house at the end of the development as it was 
bordering onto green fields. This attracted them to the village from Whitley Wood, as the 
house at £4,000 was an affordable price. A couple of years later, the second part of the Croft 
Road development was built, their house no longer backed onto green fields, but rather Croft 
Road was extended beyond the alley way, and then trough to Leighfield. The fact remains 
that development is a natural progression, for improvement of our society. I am in favour for 
new developments to be sensitive to the look and feel of the Bfl 12 questions. I am not in 
favour of infill, as this changes the spacious feeling of the village. Finally I would like to see 
more emphasis on public transport, and greening options such as cycle paths as opposed to 
building more and more car parks. Keep schools accessible on foot/ by cycle to cut down on 
the need for travelling to school by car - encourage safe walking routes. This is our chance 
to incorporate these elements into the plans. I used to cycle to Willink School from my 
childhood home in The Street - enable this again for future healthy generations. Thank you 



for your efforts to keep Mortimer a great place and vibrant community to live in.  

 
As a Strawberry Fields newbie it's hard to be too critical. But we bought off plan and moved 
here from Reading town centre almost 10 years ago now and have reared a young family in 
a wonderful village with wonderful people in a rural location. Yes there has to be expansion, 
but let's essentially keep it that way for this generation and the next.  

 
The beauty of the village is the mix of housing and open space that encourages community 
interaction & provision for varied events. The village has lost many attractive buildings and I 
feel any new development should be considerate of local stone/building styles so we do not 
build more generic/bland housing areas. The new Budgens is an example where practicality 
has won over aesthetic value. Any new developments would benefit from ensuring we have 
plenty of green space, front gardens, tree planting to perpetuate the rural village feel. The 
main village road is busy, new developments will only increase traffic. Our road safety 
provision seems woeful compared to other villages. We do not have a crossing in the centre 
of the village, pelican or zebra. The pavements leading to St Mary's school are very narrow, 
there is huge risk for children carrying large rucksacks walking 2 or 3 abreast. LIttle London 
has traffic calming to prevent high speeds being reached along their long stretch of village 
road, we need to consider similar options for Mortimer. We do not have 20 mile per hour 
limiting signs for key school times either, how can we initiate these discussions and influence 
a safe outcome for the children of our village. I would prefer a mix of developments rather 
than one big estate to be built. To encourage community spirit and a village culture smaller 
streets, open spaces, cul de sacs would be better. Labyrinthine estates tend to be soulless 
and would be in direct contrast to the existing village lay out. I agree that a mix of housing 
type is what the village needs, however if we wish to see more housing stock on the market 
we also have to consider houses to down size to. Providing terrace & semi detached homes 
are not overly attractive to people who have been used to detached homes. We also need to 
see smaller detached properties available to ensure there are moving options at all stages.  

 
I would prefer that no more houses are built in the village. I believe we should protect all the 
green areas and fields and woods, they should remain as they are and be enjoyed by the 
community.  

 
I aspired to live in Mortimer because it has a village feel, a few shops for essentials and is a 
quiet, rural place to live. I would like to see the village maintained and for it to remain an 
aspirational place to live, not a place where everyone can live because that means that 
those who live in the village may not value it. Residents currently seem to value their 
surroundings and take care of their 'bit' of Mortimer. Diluting the population with too many 
affordable houses has the potential to create different communities within Mortimer. 
Currently, I feel part of the wider community of Mortimer as a whole. Whilst I appreciate the 
government dictates that houses must be built, if the roads are designed to complement 
humans rather than be car centred, there should be no need for cycle ways and footpaths. 
Let's work toward maintaining Mortimer as it is and ensuring that any development that has 
to go into the village has as minimal impact as possible. I don't see enlarging the schools as 
a priority. There should only be enough school places for children in the village only, not 
provide places for children of outlying villages.  

 
My family and I would like to see support from our local councillors to oppose any further 
residential developement taking place with in the boundaries of Stratefield Mortimer at least 
until better amenities, parking and services are available. I was born and brought up here 
and can see the demise of the village as it is now and worry about its future!!!  

 
The past is a useful guide to what will happen in the future. During the 24 years that I have 
been resident in Mortimer considerable housing development has taken place, Groves Lea, 



the end of Briar Lea Rd, the bottom of St John's Rd, St Catherines's Hill and of course 
Strawberry Fields. The larger developments, particularly Strawberry Fields, has well laid out 
homes with open spaces. But, more recently, considerable in-fill building has occurred where 
houses are squeezed in, gardens are ever smaller leading to a sense of over-crowding. The 
character of the village has changed, is less spacious and is continuing to become less 
spacious and I think that the in-fill building has taken place, quietly, relentlessly, irreversibly 
and unnoticed and when we look back in another 20 odd years we will see nicely developed 
outer areas that attracted peoples' concern at the time around a dense, urbanised core with 
much reduced biodiversity that we forgot about and we will regret it. And it will be too late.  

 
DEFINITELY NO STREET LIGHTS i can't believe the street lights by stephen's road 
roundabout are so bright - did the residents approve this ?? i bet they didn't !!!.. we are a 
little village, if people don't want that, then they can move to the inner city !!! street lights 
cause gangs to hang around... I DON'T WANT THEM.... at all ! we've lived here for 15 years 
without.. and my husband has lived here all his life - so why suddenly the need for street 
lights - NO NO NO ok so we have no choice about these houses being built - but no one can 
see the doctor when they want as it's already at capacity - as are the schools - it annoys me 
that any bit of green land you seem to want to build houses - all for profit mainly.. i don't want 
this village ruined - we've already had new developments all over the place.. the village is 
being ruined.. it's such a shame.  

 
I hope any further development will retain the rural village atmosphere of Mortimer.  

 
 - new housing must be kept to a minimum - NOT become another suburb of Reading - 
maintain village life and feel. Do not spread housing - a village will become a rarity in the 
future - the population becomes transient and neighbours lose touch with each other - this 
must be protected!!  

 
To summarise, my priorities are to keep the Mortimer village environment intact and to 
ensure my children can continue to live here when they grow up and are looking for their 
own homes.  

 
remain rural, feel rural, no large businesses and no more concrete, housing for aged please  

 
don't let the village become a town! keep it green and open.  

 
Mortimer has to accept these houses, but the developement must preserve the village feel 
and vibe which is loved by everyone who lives here. I think that commercial developments 
should be resisted as Mortimer should be above all residential and provide excellent local 
services such as schools, doctor and the fire station but avoid more shops - we have 
everything that we need ie Budgens & Dad's shop! The green spaces in Mortimer should be 
protected as this is part of what Mortimer is about. new houses should be in keeping with the 
Victorian designs and should be I would Mortimer to remain a village and not to be overrun 
with houses and to stay a village and not to be overbuilt and linked to other villages allotted 
decent sized gardens - not like so many other developments where houses are all on top of 
each other and the gardens are tiny.  

Yes comment on Q10 - smaller amount of houses in our village please as it will then become 
an unsightly village  

I have only lived in Mortimer for 8 years, but have already felt like part of the community. It 
would be a shame to see the village grow too big to sustain its rural character, one of the 
things which attracted us here. Please keep the separation between the villages. 
Individuality is a precious commodity.  

We hope the proposed development will not affect the existing rural and community 
ambience of Mortimer, which we hold in very high regard.  



Our village is a great combination of rural tranquility and having the basic services required 
to funtion effectively. Lets not try and make Mortimer into a small town. Its important that we 
grow, and therefore we have an obligation to make our village capable of managing such 
growth, but its really important that we maintain core values. If we choose not to do this, we 
run the risk of allowing our village to become a less desirable, over developed mismatch of 
housing / businesses / new developments, just like many other characterless constructions 
around our area.  

Mortimer is a wonderful, rural village close to good towns & employment. We need to 
balance future requirements without destroying what makes Mortimer a great place to live.  

Having lived in the village for 18 years, I've seen many changes some for the good, some for 
the detriment of the village. Accepting that the village needs a future and that future 
generations want to live here is important. However, there has to be a balanced approach. 
My over-riding fear is that the rural characteristics of the village will be eroded with increase 
housing & development. Imposing larger facilities such as bigger commercial premises or 
enhanced health care suggest 'urbanisation' - the situation where rural communities take on 
the characteristics of urban areas. Budgens is big enough! Infill developments are painful for 
many residents. Scattering and imposing new builds on brownfield or windfall sites has 
become the norm for Mortimer. Replacing one old house with 3 + homes & ignoring the 
concerns of local residents is becoming too common place. Locating all new homes in one 
place reduces this situation.  

The purpose of any development for the village should neither ? develop all the available 
space or increase car parking., Neither is sustainable. 110 houses are to be imposed but the 
village should consider purchasing land not for development but for village community 
purposes.  

Mortimer should remain a village. If industrial units and offices are introduced its identity will 
be lost forever.  

Careful consideration and representation must be given to the potential imposition from 
above of any future housing requirement after the current plan. Mortimer is, and should 
remain, a rural village. This is why many chose to live here.  

We believe that it is imperative that the village retains its identity. We are also very 
concerned that the schools are properly equipped and staffed for the growing number of 
residents. We moved in to the village last year and could not initially get a school place for 
our son within the village. This is becoming a greater problem as there are not enough 
school places for the residents that currently reside in Mortimer. The amenities in the village 
will need to be expanded for the influx of families. For example - parking at the doctors, the 
playground could do with more equipment.  

keep character of Mortimer as a small, commuter village, not a small town. - Any new 
development should be as small scale as possible. Maximise in-fill. Only small 10 - 15 house 
estates spread across the village. (Could put scattered developments down The Street up to 
station) - No new large buildings (schools / medical centre / offices etc) (Allowing the recent 
development of Budgens was unforgivable. This is a building you must expect in a city High 
St., not in a small village) - No new office / retail outlets / business premises are appropriate. 
- 20mph speed limits in village, policed by cameras - Manned police station - Reading bus to 
terminate at the station  

Have stated all in comments - but Mortimer is lovely place to live &hope any developments 
keep the village a good place to reside & is not spoilt - and become over populated  

I would love to see the relocation of St Mary's school by a newly developed St John's, close 
behind the current St. John's site. More school resources could then be shared and a dire 
parking situation along The Street resolved. I think that there would still be room on the 
proposed site 7 to build the required number of houses, plus an expanded surgery and 
school drop off and pick up more considerately managed. The current surgery site could 
then be developed for retail and the current St Mary's site (with the exception of the listed 
buildings) could then be earmarked for future development in the village without substantially 
altering the character of the village, needing to take from existing green space such as 



woodland, or adding to the parking issues at the station as new residents there would be 
able to walk to it.  

It is important to retain the rural character of the village and to maintain the services and 
amenities to keep it self sufficient. The price of future housing should allow young people 
wishing to stay in the village to be able to do so. Children within the parish should be able to 
go to school locally.  

The village needs to retain its rural character, and its local atmosphere. This is what makes it 
special. Strawberry Fields is unsightly and urban sprawl, and should not be repeated. 
Destroying woodland and green fields is counter productive and cannot be reversed. Build 
on brown field options only. Does Mortimer really want to lose its community feel, and 
become another commuter town, or suburb of Reading? surely not?  

Every effort should be made to ensure Mortimer retains a rural feel and does not become a 
hub for surrounding villages simply by virtue of having a train station with some parking. 
Bramley needs to share this burden by providing parking near the station for its residents.  

With regards to the Bronze Age Barrows - As an archaeologist I feel that more effort needs 
to be taken to protect them. Local youths are continuing to use them as bike runs, with 
serious damage being done to the mounds, with erosion and deep ruts now visible in the 
tops of the mounds. There is a lot of history within the surrounding area, and I would like to 
see more done to protect the heritage and archaeological significance. All sites being 
proposed for development should have extensive archaeological surveys carried out prior to 
planning. As a village, we have always had a perfect balance of shops. Post office, bank, 
supermarket, chemist, Dad's shop (legendary) and a wide choice of pubs locally. WHY DO 
WE NEED ANYTHING ELSE? Please stop trying to destroy the character of the village, the 
people you want to encourage to move here have no respect for the countryside, or the rural 
values, and the lovely nature of the place is slowly but surely being lost to people who only 
want a country postcode.  

Keep it small and green!  

Mortimer has a locally unique combination of features - separate village, attractive 
countryside, reasonable facilities, close to good employment (Reading, Basingstoke etc) but 
not just a commuter village as it also has local employment which results in local services 
being available. The NDP policies must seek to balance the protection of the current 
attractiveness with necessary growth and infrastructure. The current balance of housing 
tends to the too expensive; if this is not corrected (by building smaller, cheaper homes), with 
time people providing local services will not be able to live here which will be to the detriment 
of all.  

I understand the need for housing but am just sad that it is going to be taking away from the 
semi rural village feel of Mortimer and in particular will be potentially devaluing my home and 
others around it on The Avenue which will now back on to housing estates. I feel that the 
village already struggles to accommodate the number of residents it currently has, and this is 
indicated by the fact that it is often impossible to get a parking space at the station and I 
understand that the schools are both full to capacity. Surely the focus should be on 
improving facilities for people already living in Mortimer rather than build more houses and 
make these problems worse. There are a number of smaller development sites around the 
village which fit in nicely with the existing style of houses, however another large housing 
estate such as Strawberry Fields would definitely give Mortimer more of a town feel than 
village. I feel that by creating more homes for the elderly or options for downsizing however 
this may encourage more movement from them therefore freeing up larger family homes.  

I think it's really important that we keep the integrity of the village, if there is to be 
development it should be low impact and not damage the integrity of Mortimer. The green 
areas and playing fields/ponds are part of what makes Mortimer special. I am keen that 
Mortimer should be kept completely separate from other neighbouring villages.  


